[Naproxen, a 'specific" antirheumatic drug?].
Inhibition of endonuclease by d-2-(6'-methoxy-2'-naphthyl)-propionic acid (naproxen) is discussed as a possible therapeutic principle of the antiinflammatory action in polyarthritis. Infections by 'slow viruses" and mycoplasma have to be considered as possible etiologic factors for rheumatoid arthritis. The incorporation of the viral or mycoplasmatic DNA into the genetic material of the host cell depends on the function of endonucleases, which can be inhibited by naproxen. The advantages and the drawbacks of this type of mechanism of action are discussed.